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Statewide housing data: 

Most new housing units 
built are townhomes and 
multifamily. 
In 2015, 58% of new residential building 

permits were single family detached. In 

2023, that number was 41% 

In the last five and a half 
years, Utah cities have 
permitted more housing 
units than the prior ten 
combined. 
2008- 2018: 155,731 housing units 

2019- June 2024: 165,720 housing 

units 

□=

=□ 

U.S. Census Bureau ranks Utah 
number 1 in housing growth for 
third year in a row 
kslnewsradio.com 

ULCT Board of 
Directors Housing 
Principles. 

1. How does the proposal

preserve the quality of

life of current and

future residents?

2. How does the proposal

allocate the current

and future costs of

infrastructure and

ensure the

sustainability of

infrastructure?

3. Will the proposal result

in more housing units

that are more directly

affordable to the buyer

or renter?

4. Will the proposal result

in more home

ownership?

Message tip: Legislators want to know how the bills that they 
passed are making a positive difference in the community. 
Both legislators and city leaders are hearing from residents 
who are concerned about housing affordability. Most 
legislators do not have local government experience. Remind 
them that "one size misfits all" and that we want to partner to 
improve affordable home ownership opportunities. 

Utah's 
Housing 
Approach 
Partnership, not 
preemption 

This pamphlet briefly outlines what we've done 

collectively the last few years to plan for growth 

and help you talk with legislators about how your 

city is planning for growth. For more information, 

contact ULCT staff or visit ulct.org. 

September 2024 

UTAH lEAGUE OF 

CITIES AND TOWNS 

Infrastructure as an 
Impediment. 
Per ULCT research in the summer of 2023, 
there were approximately 190,000 potential 
housing units that cities have planned for, 
zoned for, or entitled for which builders have 
not requested building permits. Many of those 
housing units are unavailable for construction 
because of infrastructure challenges. 

What is the housing story in your city? For 
example, you could use the following data 
points: 

____ Entitled single family detached housing 

units without building permits 

____ Entitled single family attached housing 

units (townhomes/duplexes) without building permits 

____ Entitled multifamily attached housing units 

without building permits 

Examples of where your city zoned for "starter homes" 

but the market did not build "starter homes" 

Is your city using any of the planning tools that the 

legislature has recently enacted or used technical 

assistance funds for planning? 

What is your infrastructure story? 

What are the infrastructure challenges that your city 

faces? 

How much money did your city spend last year to 

maintain roads, sidewalks, sewer, and other 

infrastructure? 

My city's road improvement costs have increased by 

_% (or$) 

My city's drinking water maintenance/improvement 

costs have increased by_ %(or$) 

My city's wastewater maintenance/improvement costs 

have increased by_% (or$) 

My city needed to hire __ additional police officers, 

firefighters, and other public safety personnel to 

accommodate population growth 
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